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RICKENBACKER'S
~ HEROISM ;OLD

The rescue of. Capt. Eddle
Rickenbacker and six com-
panions, after more than three
weeks at the mercy of the weav,
ther and waves in tiny rubber
rafts on the South Pacific, was
told.

The tale of death;

the help of raw fish and seagull
was  bronght to Pearl Harbor
from an atoll somewhere in the
South Pavific where the rescu-
~ed men were- first bronght to
safety and hospital treatment

deal did= Rickenbacker -doubt
‘that he and his companions
would be rescued. The spottln‘g
of one of the little rafts by a'
pilot of a searching navy sea-
vlane, the night of Nov. 11, was
merely  a vindieation of the
famons flier's faith in the Gol-
den Rule, his “own religion,”

When the big army plane in
which Rickenbacker was flying
on an inspection trip for Secy.
of War Stimson went down for
lack of fuel Oct. 21, the eight
men in the plane took to the
rubber life rafts.

The three rafts became sepa-
rated Nov. 9. \1ea|‘mhife. ong
of the party had died ‘and was
jburied at sea. One raft sighted
(land Nov.'1l, and they rowed
for the islasd; wondering whe-

ther it was pcedpiedt by Japa-
nese,

That same day a plane sight-
ed one of the rafts which was
occupied only by Capt. Willlam

{'l‘ Cherry, of Abilene, Cherry
{had been the pilot of . Ricken-
i backer's pfnne .

| Cherry was flown back to an
| island bast, and the next day
Im»ting on information supplied
by the rescied man, undertook
jsearch for the other survivors,

Thal night,
flares, Rickonbacker's raft was
located some 40 miles from the
lsland Rﬁn aqﬁi‘nbs_ ;

suffering |
and starvation staved off with!

But at no time during the or-!

with ‘the aid of|

.

|(tld Rlcke\nhack\et

A

——

on the ,.;water a

were lashed

‘through dowmng .21.
planes, and survivor of m
4 narrow cscape. ‘carroborat
story that a seagnll had
alighted on ms head durlng th&‘
days on the raft.

"However. I didn’t eat mnch
of the raw bird, nor of the raw
fish we caught,” ‘he said, bput
explained that it was dislike
for raw meat and fear of illness
that made him abstain.

The o_t.l;ers ate the fish and
gulls, he said, but didn't get
sick because “no one had any-
thing on his stomach.”

Rickenbacker said his faith
in eventual rescue never wav-
ered.. >
“I have my own reuglon," he
said. “I hold to the Golden
Rule and I believe most firmly
that if a man Just follows what
he truly knows and feels in kis
heart, then he cannot go wrons
and is possessed of religir«
enough to get by in any man’'s
land,”

All survivors who \wre haspi-
talized are recovering nnd ain-
ing in htrength :
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